
CLARION

Fresh winds blowing
‘Followers of Jesus empowered by that 
same wind of God’s Holy Spirit are still 
changing the world.’  PAGE 3

The Spirit still guides
‘Your job is to keep opening yourself to the 
winds of the Spirit, to keep trying what 
has never been done before, and to keep 
sharing what of the love of Christ results.’   
PAGE 4
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. CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME
To submit articles for the Clarion, please 
submit all information either in Microsoft 
Word or Apple’s Pages word-processing for-
mats, or else as text in the body of an e-mail. 
Please e-mail all articles to kent@stwilfrids 
church.org.

. WORSHIP & EDUCATION AT ST. WILFRID’S

SUNDAYS
Holy Eucharist Adult Formation
7:30 and 10 a.m. 8:45 a.m.

Nursery, 8:30–11:30 a.m. (Room 1)

Children’s Christian Formation: 
. Sunday School
    9:45–10:45 a.m., Level I (The Sheepfold, 

ages 3–6), Level II (The Vineyard, ages 
6–9)  and Level III (The Golden Thread, 
ages 9–11)

. Youth Bible Study
    8:45 a.m., Grades  6–8
. Sunday School Exploration Time
    8:45–9:45 a.m., Atriums open to kids

 Healing Service
Third Sunday of the month, 6 p.m.

WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday Morning Eucharist, 7 a.m.
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YOUTH GROUP BEAUTIFIES BOLSA CHICA

Story and photos by Kurt Weston

On Saturday, April 27, St. 
Wilfrid’s “Confirm Not 
Conform” (cnc) youth, 
along with their mentors, 

instructors and other environmentally 
conscious parishioners met at the Bolsa 
Chica Wetland Conservancy. From 9 
a.m. to noon, the group hiked through 
the Bolsa Chica picking up trash, and 
helping to restore and maintain the 
natural beauty of the wetlands. 

This event developed as part of the 
cnc curriculum, where the cnc youth 
were tasked with planning a commu-
nity service project. The cnc youth 
identified and considered the various 
needs of the local community. They had 
many good suggestions and many pro-
spective projects to volun-
teer. Ultimately, the youth 
voted to concentrate their 
efforts on environmental 
conservation, expressing 
their desire to be good 
stewards of the planet. 

On Tuesday, April 9, 
the cnc youth presented 
their environmental con-
servation project to the St. 
Wilfrid’s vestry and asked 
for their support and 

participation. The vestry was happy 
to oblige and allowed for a volunteer’s 
sign-up table to encourage others in the 
parish to actively get involved with the 
conservation project. 

The first St. Wilfrid’s team to par-
ticipate on April 27 was blessed with 
sunshine and terrific weather. The 
team met at the Bolsa Chica Interpre-
tive Center, where they were instructed 
on safety and conservancy procedures. 
With bright orange vests, gloves, trash 
bags and sunny dispositions the St. 
Wilfrid’s team hiked along pch with 
other volunteer groups to thoroughly 
clean up the trash which accumulates 
monthly and endangers the magnificent 

BOLSA CHICA . See page 3
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wildlife of Bolsa Chica. 
After scouring the ridge between 

pch and the wetlands, the team had 
the opportunity to leisurely 
travel back to the Interpretative 
Center via the wetland trails. 
Along the way the team was able 
to absorb the incredible beauty 
of the wetlands and delight in 
some of the more than 18 spe-
cies of birds which nest in the 
Bolsa Chica. 

But wait—the work has just 
begun. Monthly, from now until 
November the cnc youth will be 
signing more of you up as volun-

teers to assist in restoring the wetlands. 
Every last Saturday of the month a St. 
Wilfrid’s team will meet at the Bolsa 

Chica Interpretative Center 3842 
Warner Ave. Huntington Beach, ca 
92647, from 9 a.m.–12 noon. Look for 

the signup table on Sundays and 
get involved. When participating 
in the wetland cleanup, please 
make sure to wear close-toed 
shoes, layered clothing, protec-
tion from  the sun and bring 
water. Six-year-olds to adults can 
participate. 

Congratulations to the cnc 
youth for initiating this great 
community service project, and 
we look forward to seeing you at 
the wetlands! 

“There is a fresh wind blowing,”we hear sometimes 
on those stagnant hot 

summer days when the breeze finally moves from the ocean inland in our beautiful part of the 
world. We sense relief. We breathe quiet words of thanks to God. We feel renewed to go about our 
labors with an optimism and hope that had waned almost without detection in the heat of the day.  

Gathered in an upper room, waiting 
in Jerusalem as Jesus had instructed 
prior to his ascension, the 120 follow-
ers of Christ heard a sound that was 
like a “rushing wind.” The breeze of 
the Holy Spirit was blowing through 
that room and into their hearts and 
they would never be the same again. 
The questions and fears that had 
paralyzed them before melted away, 
and with boldness their now conse-
crated gifts and abilities ushered in 
a movement that forever changed 
the world. The before-Pentecost and 
after-Pentecost lives of the disciples 
stand as compelling testimony to the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Followers of 
Jesus empowered by that same wind 
of God’s Holy Spirit are still changing 
the world. 

At St. Wilfrid’s, week after week, 
we invite that same Spirit to sanctify 
the bread and wine that we receive 
as reminders of God’s covenant with 

us through Jesus, asking that they 
would “be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in 
him.” However, the prayer doesn’t end 
there. “Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace . . .” we pray. Familiarity with 
the words sometimes dulls our aware-
ness of what we are asking, but those 
are powerful prayers! 

To “faithfully receive” the Sacra-
ment means that we desire ourselves 
to be instruments of the wholeness and 
restoration that Jesus’ sacrifice offered 
to the world... “in unity, constancy, 
and peace.” The 120 gathered in that 
upper room nearly 2000 years ago did 
not have a plan or a strategy. They had 
no marketing agency, no charismatic 
leader that drew crowds wherever 
they went. They were fearful, anxiety-
ridden men and women unsure of their 

own futures much less the future of 
a movement they could not imagine. 
They were simply available... and pres-
ent where Jesus had instructed them to 
be. The Holy Spirit took them as they 
were and empowered them to be never 
again as they were.

We begin this season of Pentecost 
not so unlike the disciples those many 
years ago. We, too, gather as Jesus 
invited us to do. We, too, bring fears 
and anxieties, uncertainties about our 
futures, individually and corporately. 
However, if you listen closely, there 
is a fresh wind blowing. God’s Holy 
Spirit is present to us as we are present 
to God and each other in this place. 
Would you join me in opening your 
heart to the same Spirit that took the 
disciples as they were and changed 
them? Together, with the anointing of 
the Holy Spirit we will be empowered 
never to be the same again... and to 
change our world one life at a time.

BOLSA CHICA  from page 2

‘Confirm Not Conform’ group helps beautify HB’s wetlands
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CURATE’S CORNER  »  
THE REV. ALLISON RAINEY ENGLISH

‘What Holy Spirit movement we 
have seen in the past 5 years!’

A 
s we bid Eastertide 
farewell this year, 
and the highlights 
of this season of 
Resurrection Life 
are fast becoming 
another chapter in 

our parish history at St. Wilfrid’s, I 
am packing up the books and files and 
preparing myself for what the Holy 
Spirit has in store in these coming 
days and months. On April 26, Fr. 
Michael announced the news to you 
all that I have accepted a position at 
All Saints’ Beverly Hills as Associate 
Rector for Worship, Fellowship, and 
Pastoral Care. 

My last day at St. Wilfrid’s will be 
Youth Sunday, June 9. After three 
weeks of vacation that will include 
welcoming a number of family mem-
bers to our home as we celebrate my 
husband Robert’s ordination in the 
United Methodist Church, I begin 
my work at All Saints’ Parish on July 
1. We will be saying goodbye to one 
another as my role shifts and I will 
no longer serve you as your associate 
priest. 

The past five years at St. Wilfrid’s 
were my first serving the church as an 
ordained minister. You all welcomed 
me five years ago with embrac-
ing arms, willing hearts, and open 
minds. And because of your welcome, 
willingness, and openness, we have 
together continued a remarkable 
tradition of mission and ministry at 
St. Wilfrid’s.

Were it not for Fr. Michael, I would 
never have had the opportunity to 
serve you all. When I arrived at St. 
Wilfrid’s, he had just been ordained 
a deacon in the previous months, as 
I had arrived fresh on the scene just 
days from my own diaconal ordina-
tion. What I found in Michael has 
been a true partner in ministry. His 
big ideas and grand visions accompa-
nied my detail-oriented diligence and 
persistent energy. Together with the 

rest of the parish, we took on chal-
lenges as opportunities to encounter 
and be agents of God’s grace. 

And oh, what Holy Spirit movement 
we have seen over these past five years! 

Together St. Wilfrid’s carried 
the torch for the General 
Convention Youth Program 
in 2009. Scores of adults 

from our parish helped to form young 
leaders in our broader church. These 
young people are now impacting the 
church and emerging as leaders in 
parishes around the nation. 

Our own Youth Group moved 
through these past five years with a 
strong focus on Christian formation 
and mission. We established Sunday 
School programs for our Youth, and 
reinvigorated the evening Youth 
Ministry. We completed two year-
long Confirm not Conform classes, 
offering our young people to explore 
their faith over an entire year together, 
and confirm what they believed as 
their own, as a mature and respected 
member of our Episcopal Church. 

I have had the privilege of jour-
neying with a number of the youth 

from their early teen years to their 
early adulthood. We encountered the 
realities of poverty and challenges of 
injustice throughout California—in 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, and our 
own backyard here in Orange County. 
We got connected to the food we eat 
and the land that produces it in our 
mission to the Abundant Table Farm 
in Oxnard. And, we journeyed 10,000 
miles away from home to Tanzania, 
Africa, where our Youth discovered 
that Jesus‘ love could be found around 
the world. 

So many lay leaders have been 
involved directly in the lives 
of our youth, that we have a 
strong foundation of support at 

St. Wilfrid’s for our Youth Ministry for 
the years to come. Don’t discount your 
ability to impact the life of a young 
person in the church for the sake of 
the Kingdom of God. Our parish is the 
fertile soil in which our children and 
youth grow and bring forth the most 
abundant fruits of the church.

Young and old, you allowed me to 
plant seeds upon the soil of our shared 
life, blessing the fruits of each of your 
ministries. You have each taught me 
so much, especially as I witnessed 
you recognize and share your many 
gifts. It was a great joy to be part of 
the resurgence and reshaping of the 
Daughters of the King and to witness 
the the formation of an active Social 
Justice ministry. 

Cultivating and sharing in the life 
of prayer at St. Wilfrid’s was very 
important to me as your associate 
priest. One of you recently said to me, 

“Thank you for teaching me how to 
listen to God.”

Exploring spiritual practices, con-
templation, and the mystery of God in 
our common life of prayer was one of 
my greatest joys over these past years. 
And indeed, we all started listening to 
God a little bit more. 

I had opportunity to know each of 
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you. You shared your lives with me, opened 
the doors of your homes to me, and some of 
you even gave me a pillow to rest my head 
upon when the days grew long and another 
day of being the church together loomed. 
You allowed me in turn to consecrate your 
spiritual food and to assure you in times 
of trial.

You all opened yourselves to the Holy 
Spirit’s sweeping, life-altering power in 
my years at St. Wilfrid’s. You were willing 
to try what had never been tried. And you 
didn’t just experience this Good News, you 
shared it. Your commitment and trust in 
God buoyed my ability to minister to you.

In just three short weeks after the Day 
of Pentecost, I will no longer be your 
associate priest. We won’t see each 
other every week. I won’t be spiritually 

feeding you from the altar. There will be a 
time for grieving for you and me both. 

But you have a job to do. Your job is to 
keep opening yourself to the winds of the 
Spirit, to keep trying what has never been 
done before, and to keep sharing what of 
the love of Christ results. Your job is to 
invite whoever comes into your midst next 
into the holy work that you all continue 
to do.

On the Day of Pentecost we heard the 
stunning, puzzling, and powerful account 
of the Holy Spirit’s bewildering and sweep-
ing movement among the people of God. 
The Holy Spirit so transformed the disci-
ples that they were able to communicate the 
power, the love, the joy of knowing Jesus 
Christ to not just those in their immediate 
circle, but to people they had never met and 
to people who spoke different languages 
than their own.

What made it possible for us to know 
Jesus Christ today was initially the people 
of God on that day of Pentecost opening 
themselves up to the movement of the loud, 
rushing wind and the fire and flame of the 
Holy Spirit. What made it possible for us 
to do so much together in these past fives 
year was openness to the Holy Spirit. And 
what will carry us all in our respective 
ministries—in what we are called to do 
and how we are called to be—is openness 
to the Holy Spirit.

The wind still blows. The fire still burns. 
Keep being tinder for the flame. Know that 
dwelling in the Holy One is what carries 
us and sustains us as the Spirit enlivens us 
moves us along until the Kingdom comes. 

With gratitude, love, and great hope,
Allison+

T
he St. Wilfrid’s Scrip 
Program raises money 
for the Building and 
Grounds Fund, and 
it is growing in the 

amount of money raised and in the 
number of ways to order scrip and 
promote the program.

Many may wonder how much we 
are earning for the Buildings and 
Grounds Fund.  As you can see from 
the chart above, in 2012 we raised 
$3,282.98 from the Scrip Program, 
and in the first quarter of 2013 we 
have earned just over $2,000 from 
the three scrip components. 

The vestry decides how to use 
these monies for needs around the 
church campus that are beyond the 
operational maintenance budget.  
As you can see the Buildings and 
Grounds fund is growing!

We are adding a new method for 
our parish families to order scrip 
online that will still enable them 
to contribute to the Buildings and 
Grounds Fund. Details of the pro-
gram can be found at www.shop 
withscrip.com. Church members 
may create a family account at 

this site by submitting St. Wilfrid’s 
Episcopal Church’s enrollment code 
17632B4934598 in addition to the 
personal information requested.  
Once the family account is com-
pleted families may order their scrip 
on the website.  Payment is made to 
the church by check or cash, and the 
scrip cards can be picked up on Sun-
days.  There is also an option called 
PrestoPay, whereby the payment for 
the scrip is deducted automatically 
from the family’s bank account.  
If this sounds difficult, it is not.  
Members of the scrip committee can 
answer questions and assist you if 
you would like help.

Additional ordering options are 
available to St. Wilfrid’s parishio-
ners who create a family account.

Of course families may still order 
scrip cards and purchase scrip cards 
from the Scrip Store on Sundays!  
Please remember that this program 
is a way for parishioners to raise 
money for the church without 
having to spend any more money 
than they usually do.  Think of it 
as a different way to shop—it just 
requires a little forethought.

By John Bailey, Scrip Program Director

Scrip Program 2012 Amount Earned

Vons/Pavilions eScrip $883.65    

Ralphs Rewards $261.12

Great Lakes Scrip Cards $2,138.21

GRAND TOTAL $3,282.98

Scrip poker: I’ll see your building-
and-grounds fund, and raise it $3,000
There’s never a gamble when you link your loyalty 
cards or buy scrip coupons; every penny earned helps 
to keep our church campus looking beautiful.

Holey Day: Fore! The fourth-annual fairway frolic returns
The annual golf outing known as Holey Day, that foursome fren-
zy of fairway frolicking, is set for 12 noon on Saturday, Sept. 14 
this year. Mark your calendars and get your golf clubs ready! 
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St. Wilfrid’s Staff
Bishop Diocesan: The Rt. Rev. J. Jon Bruno 

Rector
The Rev. Michael D. Archer
michael@stwilfridschurch.org

Associate Priest 
The Rev. Allison English
allison@stwilfridschurch.org

Parish Administrator 
Terry Roberts
terry@stwilfridschurch.org

Minister of Music & Arts
Christopher Gravis
chris@stwilfridschurch.org

Preschool  
Deborah Pratt, Director
preschool@stwilfridschurch.org

Communications/IT Director  
Kent Steinbrenner, Clarion editor
kent@stwilfridschurch.org

Rector Emeritus
The Rev. Canon Charles W. Sacquety
emeritus@stwilfridschurch.org

Organist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jason Klein

Senior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Patti Nunn

Junior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Dawson

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Derek Wimmer

Building & Grounds. . . . . . . . . . Dick Sneary  

Sexton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy Wilkerson

18631 Chapel Lane   
Huntington Beach, CA  92646-1831

www.stwilfridschurch.org   

Phone:  (714) 962-7512

Fax: (714) 962-4538

Preschool :  (714) 968-3100           

Emergency Pager: (714) 359-9441

Office hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., M–F

T
ake a stroll through 
the preschool, and you’ll 
see lots of growth and 
change. The school has 
gone through an amazing 

transformation in the last three years. 
When I first arrived there were 28 stu-
dents, and now we have over 80. With 
so many students, we have had to add 
teachers, aides and office staff. We cur-
rently have six classrooms filled to the 
brim with happy children. In addition, 
we have older students participating 
in our after-school Homework Club 
program. We are blossoming just in 
time for spring!

As our 2012–2013 school year draws 
to a close, we are busy making prepara-
tions for our summer and fall programs. 
This year, we will not only offer a 
Preschool Summer Camp for children 
ages 2–6, but will also offer a Youth 
Summer Camp for children ages 6–12. 
This new youth program will offer 
educational and entertaining field trips. 
Both programs feature ten weeks of 
themed fun and activities. One of the 
activities we have been working on, and 
will continue to work on, is our amaz-
ing garden. Each classroom has their 
own section, and there is even a com-
munity area open for parish members 
to use. Right now we have vegetables 
and flowers, and the kids are having so 
much fun taking care of them. Stop by 
to see the progress.

This summer we have big plans in 
store for the campus. Our classrooms 
and office will be painted and have new 

flooring installed, the bathrooms will be 
renovated, the office will be completely 
made-over, and the playground will 
get a much-needed overhaul. In addi-
tion, we will be making some security 
changes recommended by Homeland 
Security, including raising the fence 
height and installing cameras. 

For the fall we are excited to begin 
our new kindergarten program. We 
have hired a new teacher, Ms. Morales, 
and she has been meeting with parents 
and gearing up for her new classroom 
and students. This is a big step for the 
school, and we hope to continue to grow 
and add grades as the children progress. 

In April we held our Annual Spring 
Fling Carnival Night. The children 
performed musical and dance acts and 
we also had a stilt-walker, juggler, and 
balloon artist. Each teacher had a car-
nival booth, and everyone won some 
great prizes! There was a family photo 
booth, petting zoo, face painting, a 
food truck, and a bounce house. The 
kids had a blast! Due to the generous 
donations of our parents, we were able 
to have an awesome silent auction and 
raise much-needed funds for our special 
Spanish and music programs. It was an 
incredible event and we were so excited 
to see some of our parishioners! 

Spring has definitely sprung at St. 
Wilfrid’s Preschool. We hope you will 
share our great programs with your 
family, friends and neighbors. Schedule 
a tour and come visit us anytime. Our 
doors are always open. Thank you for 
your support. 

TRANSFORMATION: One of our preschool 
students gets her face painted during our 
annual Spring Fling Carnival Night. Below 
left, 3 preschool kids at the carnival.

Growth spurts
It’s not just the children’s garden that’s sprouting up 
this year; the preschool itself is expanding, with new 
programs and even a kindergarten class set for this fall.

ST. WILFRID’S PRESCHOOL

By Debbie Pratt, Preschool Director
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MAY
19th: Healing Service: 6:00 p.m., Church
26th: Barbecue in honor of Dick Sneary: 11:30 

a.m., Sacquety Hall
27th:  Memorial Day: Church office closed
31st –June 2nd: Parish and Preschool Getaway 

Weekend at Camp Stevens

JUNE
2nd: All-Church Chicken Dinner: 6 p.m., 

Courtyard (see page 8 for details)
8th:   Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast:  

8:00 a.m., Sacquety Hall
         Safeguarding God’s Children Class: 9 a.m., 

Sacquety Hall
9th:  Parish Nurses: 8:30 to 10 a.m., Sacquety 

Hall     
        Youth Sunday 
        Reception in honor of the Rev. Allison 

English, 8:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall   
11th:  Vestry Meeting: 7 p.m., Sacquety Hall
15th:  Preschool Father’s Day Event: 8 a.m., 

Sacquety Hall
           Celebration of Wisdom Lunch: 11:30 a.m., 

Sacquety Hall
16th:   Happy Father’s Day; Healing Service: 6 

p.m., Church
19th:  Preschool Year End Celebration: 5:30 p.m., 

Church and Sacquety Hall

JULY
4th:  Independence Day Holiday:  

Church Office Closed
7th:  EFLAGS (Episcopal Fellowship of Lesbians, 

Gays, and Straights), 12 noon, Sacquety 
Hall

13th:  Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast: 8 
a.m., Sacquety Hall

14th:  Parish Nurses: 8:30 to 10 a.m., Sacquety 
Hall

          Summer Youth Camp through July 21st: 
Youth Center

21st:  Healing Service: 6 p.m., Church
22nd through 26th: Vacation Bible School: 5 p.m., 

Sacquety Hall

AUGUST
4th: EFLAGS (Episcopal Fellowship of Lesbians, 

Gays, and Straights), 12 noon,  
Sacquety Hall

10th:  Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast: 8 
a.m., Sacquety Hall

12th:   Parish Nurses: 8:30 to 10 a.m., Sacquety 
Hall

13th    Vestry Meeting: 7 p.m., Sacquety Hall
18th:   Healing Service: 6 p.m., Church

SEPTEMBER
3rd:  Labor Day Holiday: Church Office Closed
8th:  EFLAGS (Episcopal Fellowship of Lesbians, 

Gays, and Straights), 12 noon,  
Sacquety Hall

 Christian Formation Kick-Off Sunday: 8:30 
a.m.

        4th Annual Faith Photo Exhibit: 8:30 a.m., 
Rose Garden

14th:   Holey Day Golf IV: 12 noon,  
David L. Baker Golf Course, Fountain Valley

            Golf Dinner: 5 p.m., Sacquety Hall

 

St. Wilfrid’s Calendar
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The Night Blooming Jazzmen, 
stars of last year’s all-church 
chicken dinner, return June 2

ST. WILFRID’S MUSIC GUILD

Southern sounds and Southern food mingle at this event.

Anyone who attended last year’s All- 
Church Chicken Dinner knows what a 
wonderful time we had! The Dixieland 

music offered by the Night Blooming Jazzmen 
was top notch and set the perfect mood, the 
fellowship was warm and festive, decorations 
and lighting were beautiful, and the food was 
delicious—a Southern menu of comfort food 
and tantalizing desserts! 

 This year, there’s even more reason to 
attend! A wonderful array of items will be 

available for bid at our silent auction, includ-
ing vacations, dinners and gift baskets. For 
only $10 per person, you will enjoy a full eve-
ning of fun, food, music and fellowship. Beer 
and wine can be purchased. Please join us! 
Tickets are available in the courtyard between 
services or at the door, but please purchase 
early to help us plan appropriately. Last year 
we were fortunate to have 250 in attendance! 

Mark your calendars—the event will be held 
on Sunday, June 2, at 6 p.m.!


